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MANILA BAY CLEAN-UP, REHABILITATION AND PRESERVATION (MBCRP)  

SPECIAL ACTION TEAM SURVEY 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 The City of Parañaque has 46.57 square kilometers total land area which makes it the third 

largest in National Capital Region (NCR). It is subdivided into sixteen (16) barangays with two (2) distinct 

districts. The City is bounded by Pasay City on the North, Muntinlupa on the southeast, Las Piñas on the 

southwest, Taguig in the northeast and Manila Bay on the west. The City is relatively flat and situated 

along the coastline of six (6) barangays in District 1 namely, Baclaran, Tambo, Don Galo, Sto. Niño, La 

Huerta and San Dionisio. 

 All the water bodies in the National Capital Region are classified as Class SC, water used in 

commercial and sustenance fishing, boating and for marshy and/or mangrove areas that serves as fish 

and wildlife sanctuaries, except for Manila Bay which is now under Class SB, water used for spawning 

areas for milkfish, for ecotourism and recreational activities and can be used by the public for bathing, 

swimming, and skin diving. 

 According to National Water Resources Board (NWRB), the Philippines’ existing water resources  

comes from Marine Waters, Groundwater and Inland Waters. Inland Waters include the country’s lakes 

and rivers. There are 99 lakes (16 major and 83 minor lakes) and 421 principal and 18 major rivers. Out 

of 421 rivers, 180 are polluted and 50 are biologically dead and 4 rivers are from Metro Manila which 

includes the Las Piñas – Parañaque River that is connected to Manila Bay. 

 

THE MANILA BAY CASE AND THE WRIT OF CONTINUING MANDAMUS 

  

 The Concerned Residents of Manila Bay filed a complaint against several government agencies, 

the Supreme Court issued a continuing Mandamus directing local government units and other 

concerned government agencies to clean-up, rehabilitate and preserve Manila Bay.  The Supreme Court 

Mandamus directs LGUs to inspect all commercial and industrial establishments, and private homes 

along the banks of the rivers or other waterways that eventually discharge water into the Manila Bay to 

determine whether they have wastewater treatment facilities or septic tanks.  
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 To fully comply with the Supreme Court Mandamus, Special Action Team is formed to conduct 

field and actual inspection of industrial and commercial establishments along waterways. The Special 

Action Team was composed of representatives from different offices like City Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (CENRO), City Health Office (CHO) – Sanitation Division, City Engineering Office, City 

Building Official, City Legal Office, Urban Mission Areas Development Office (UMADO), Business Permits 

and Licensing Office (BPLO) and City Planning Development and Coordinating Office (CPDCO). The 

Special Action Team was formed through the Executive Order signed by Honorable Mayor Edwin L. 

Olivarez (see Appendix 1 and 2). 

 

MANILA BAY CLEAN-UP, REHABILITATION AND PRESERVATION (MBCRP) SPECIAL ACTION 

TEAM SURVEY 

  

 The MBCRP survey was first conducted last 2011 where a number of commercial and industrial 

establishments were inspected. The next survey was done last 2014, with the help of DILG-Local, that 

encompasses all commercial and industrial establishments, and private homes in the 1st Level or within 

five (5) meters from waterways. Last August 17, 2015, the third MBCRP Survey was conducted which 

lasted until October 9, 2015 that encompasses all commercial and industrial establishments, and private 

homes in the 2nd Level or within 10-15 meters from waterways. 

 Here are the pictures taken during the 2015 MBCRP Survey: 

 

 
Figure 1. MBCRP Special Action Team during a survey of a canteen 
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Figure 2. MBCRP Special Action Team during a survey of a canteen 

Figure 3 & 4. MBCRP Special Action Team surveying SeaOil located in South Super Highway, Merville 

 
Figure 5. Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) of an Industrial Compound 
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Figure 6. Interview with the Admin Head of the Industrial Compound 

 

DISCUSSION OF MBCRP SURVEY RESULTS 

 

 After the first evaluation of the surveyed establishments and private homes last 2014, it has 

been reported that six (6) establishments failed to comply with the Manila Bay Mandamus and has been 

issued with Notice of Violation last February 2015. After a thorough evaluation of the 2014 survey 

forms, it was found that there were additional fourteen (14) establishments violating the said 

mandamus and has been issued with NOVs last May 2015. In total, there were twenty (20) non-

compliant commercial establishments that were issued with the Notices of Violation.  

 In private homes, 436 have no septic tanks thus; their wastes go directly to waterways. These 

private homes were not issued with NOVs instead they were for monitoring in the next MBCRP Survey. 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. 2014 MBCRP 1
st
 Level Survey 

Summary 
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 A 2nd Level MBCRP Survey was conducted this year and it was reported that there were five (5) 

commercial establishments and one (1) industrial establishment that discharge wastes directly to 

waterways while two hundred eighty (280) private homes don’t have septic tanks in which their wastes 

also go directly to waterways.  These establishments and private homes are not yet to be issued with 

NOVs instead they are subjected to further monitoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 2. 2015 MBCRP 2nd Level Survey Summary 

  

 A simultaneous monitoring of last year’s non-compliant CEs and PHs was done during the 2015 

MBCRP Survey. The purpose of the said monitoring is to trace whether the CEs built their own STP or ST 

and whether the PHs have their own ST.  

 Three (3) CEs that were reported as non-compliant already sent proof of their compliance and 

were revisited beforehand. They were not included in the establishments to be monitored during the 

current survey. There were a total of 65 CEs subjected to monitoring including the 17 non-compliant 

CEs. The other 48 establishments were the ones that have remarks of “Unknown Location of ST” in the 

survey forms.  

 There were a total of 436 non-compliant PHs subjected to monitoring. It was found that a great 

number of surveyed PHs belong to Informal Settler Families (ISFs) and were subjected for relocation.  

 A summary of the last year’s monitoring is shown in the table on the next page. 
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Table 3. Monitoring of 2014 Non-Compliant CEs and PH Summary 

 

 As of July 2015, there were 3 establishments that are now compliant out of the 20 non-

compliant CEs. After the current survey, there was an additional of 12 establishments that are now 

compliant. 

 
Table 4. Summary of Non-Compliant CEs (issued and to be issued with NOVs / subjected for monitoring) 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

 The City Government of Parañaque will monitor the remaining non-compliant commercial and 

industrial establishments and private homes along waterways and ensure their compliance. A regular 

inspection would also be done to the waterways and all the nearby establishments / private homes. 

  If an establishment will be found and prove to be damaging the environment, a warning or a 

fine and penalty would be implemented. If that establishment failed to comply after the 1st and 2nd 

offense, revocation of its business license would be executed. 

 For the ISFs, relocation of the families would be done until the waterways would be clear of the 

waste generators.  
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1. Executive Order 14-001 
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Appendix 2. Executive Order 15-022 
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Appendix 3.  City Ordinance 12-03 “Septage Ordinance” 
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